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Pre-bout history
o 26 y/o healthy athletic Thai male 
o Professional MMA athlete (record 7-4)
o No previous injuries, never been KO’d
o All medicals turned in were normal

n Physical exam: unremarkable
n Neuro/cognitive Exam: unremarkable 
n Labs: normal
n Eye exam: normal (VA, pupil, EOM, Fundus)
n Brain CT: left cerebellum 1x1cm cyst-like lesion 
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Radiologist report:
a round cystic like 1x1cm lesion in the left cerebellum was interpreted



Should he compete?
o No neurological symptoms
o Neuro/cognitive function scores similar to 

previous  exams
o Intracranial 1x1cm cystic-like lesion

Decision:
Athlete was allowed to compete. 
Suspension: require a medical clearance letter 

from a neurologist for his next bout.



Post bout clearance



Should he continue to compete?
o Literature reviews

https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/B9780128143780000200





On the other hand…

“These sequences are useful in detecting vasculature and other structural lesions or anomalies that should 
preclude further participation in competitive boxing including: large arachnoid cyst; arteriovenous 
malformation; intracranial aneurysm; evidence of underlying hydrocephalus; symptomatic Chiari-I 

malformation; evidence of subdural hematoma or previous intracranial hemorrhage. “



Final Decision
o Literature research
o Expert suggestions
o Company Discussions

Athlete is released from his contract


